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Cambridge, Charlestown 
and Boston about 1640



Cambridge and Charlestown 
at their

greatest extent
1655



Public Ways and Land Distribution to 1639



Property ownership on Jones Hill, 1681

Cooper-Frost-Austin house, 
21 Linnaean Street (1681-82)
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West Boston
(Longfellow)

Bridge
1793



Three villages
on the verge
of dissolution,
1830 



First Parish  
of Cambridge

1813

Boundary adjusted 1802



Plan of contemplated alteration in the County 
Road between the house of Learned and the
house of Simon Copp dec. in Milk Row

Francis Bowman

Connection between the “Old Road to Cambridge”
(Massachusetts Avenue) and Milk Row (Somerville 
Ave., ca. 1805)



Davenport Tavern, ca. 1885



Map of the Water Region of the County of Middlesex … (1836)



Somerville Avenue 
connection, after 1805



Cambridge Common and Waterhouse Street in 1808–9, 
with Avon Hill and the Cooper-Frost-Austin farm in the distance



Porter House Hotel, 1831; demolished 1909



Boston Post, June 14, 1842



1854



Winslow Homer, “Cambridge Cattle Market” Ballou’s Pictorial, 1859



Cattle Pass under 
Walden Street

2009



Plan of an Estate in Cambridge (1845)



Porter’s Station, North Cambridge, ca. 1870
Boston Athenæum. [Porter’s Station, Cambridge, Mass.], hand-colored lithograph, n.d.



Porter’s Station, North Cambridge, ca. 1870
Boston Athenæum. [Porter’s Station, Cambridge, Mass.], hand-colored lithograph, n.d.
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Cambridge’s first railroad station, built by the Fitchburg Railroad
in 1844; second story added later. Photo ca. 1865
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St. James’s Church Coffee Rooms (center portion), 54-60 Cedar Street. 
Fitchburg R.R. station moved to this location and expanded, 1887. Photo ca. 1975.
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54-60 Cedar Street. Photo 2016.
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J. S. Becker Co. Store, 1876 Massachusetts Avenue (1851). Photo ca. 1895.
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North Cambridge Baptist Church, 
2114 Massachusetts Avenue
(1854, Alexander R. Estey, architect)
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Former North Cambridge Unitarian Church (1865; changed to row houses, 1886)
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44 White Street, Somerville
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Cambridge Chronicle
Dec. 10, 1870



Porter Square
as surveyed

in 1847

Arrow indicates 
Pine Island and 
direction of view



Porter’s Station, North Cambridge, ca. 1870
Boston Athenæum. [Porter’s Station, Cambridge, Mass.], hand-colored lithograph, n.d.



Street Railways 
1865



North Avenue looking north from Cambridge Common about 1875



1894



Porter Square 
Station (1897)

Demolished 1938



St. James’s Church (1888, Henry Congdon, architect)



Newtowne Club
(1895)

Massachusetts Ave. 
at Davenport Street

Demolished 1994



Stillman Kelley house
26 Washington Ave.

1887



Henry Yerxa house
37 Lancaster St.

1887





Porter Square, ca. 1900



Cambridge Park Commission Plan (1901, Olmsted Brothers)



Porter Square, 1928



Porter Square, 1951



Porter Square, 1951





Rand estate, 112 Elm Street



Rand Estate, looking toward Somerville



Henry Rand estate from Elm Street toward Porter Square
and the Third Universalist Church, ca. 1900



Third Universalist Church, 
1924 Massachusetts Ave.
(1875, Ware & Van Brunt, architects)



1965



Porter Square Shopping Center, 1956. 
Photo 1984.



Porter Square,
ca. 1950



Mass. Dept. of Public Works, 
Basic Design Report, Relocated Route 2, Arlington-Cambridge-Somerville (1968)





Red Line Extension
Alternative Routes
ca. 1970




